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his ideas on the subject in a pamphlet which made
a great sensation.1

"We ought/' he wrote, "to try to reconcile the
liberty of action necessary to the representatives with
the rights that are inherent in the sovereign people.
The people delegate power to their deputies, who are
responsible for its proper use, and ought therefore to
be accorded a certain latitude; but, at the same time,
the people ought to possess some guarantee against
the independence of their deputies. Without some
such safeguard their sovereignty is imperilled, and
there is a risk of its becoming a mere empty phrase.
Now, how is it possible to reconcile these two essentials ?

" (i) The people must ratify the constitution of the
state. They should have the right to accept or reject
it, not as a whole, but article by article. They ought
besides to be able to revise it at any time, in whole
or in part.

" (2) The electors ought to have the power of de-
manding new laws, but the Chamber should remain
free to deal with their petition. As to the laws
already voted by parliament, a certain number of the
electors, to be fixed hereafter, ought to have at all
times the right of demanding the repeal of a law by
presenting a petition to that effect, which should also
contain the reasons for desiring such a change. If
the adversaries of a law can collect the requisite
number of signatures, the electoral body will be con-
sulted, and will decide whether the law in question
shall remain in force or not

" (3) There should be no longer general elections atr

1 Dubs,  Die schweizerische  Demokratie  in ihrer FortentwicJclung,,
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